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On Saturday January 28th, the Lodge held its annual crab 
feed. Over 267 paid guests were served 1200lbs of fresh 
crab as well as pasta, caesar salad and garlic bread. Over 
$17,000 dollars was raised to support Scouting. Our guests 
were very generous this year with their tips as well as   
buying over $800 worth of raffle tickets to support the   
Vietnam Memorial Wall. The Sea Scouts, Troop 343 and a 
contingent from the Nighthawks soccer team were in     
attendance to support the event. Thanks to all who attended 
this very fun evening at the Lodge. 

The event could not have been held had it not been for the 
25+ volunteers who came out to setup, cook, check-in, run 
corkage, and cleanup after the event.  We look forward to 
seeing everyone there again next year.  

Annual Crab Feed 
Youth Activities Fund Raiser 
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 Brothers and Sisters, I thank you for bestowing upon me the 
honor of serving as your Exalted Ruler. I also want to thank Todd 
Moreno, our newest PER, Lodge Officers, Trustees and volunteers 
for all the work they have done in the last year. It really feels like we 
have turned a corner. 

This coming year let’s focus on the great things we can do as a lodge 
for our community and for our members. In the spirit of making the 
lodge fun, we got off to a great start with our St Patrick’s Day        
celebration. We have budgeted for many events such as bringing 
back Italian night, Oktoberfest, pasta nights and some group          
visitations to some Bay Area lodges. 

Throughout the year, you will hear of the various events and activities that the Lodge will be 
promoting, and I invite you to join and support these events to ensure their success. My goal is 
to engage as many members in lodge activities as possible and no one will be turned away if 
they want to volunteer. 

A common theme when someone joins our lodge is to make a difference or to give back to the 
community. Volunteerism is at the core of Elkdom. A volunteer is someone who gives time, 
effort and talent to a need or cause without profiting monetarily. What basic needs in our    
community would go unmet without volunteerism?   

Last year, we held 37 separate events for a wide range of causes. These events bring us together 
working for a common goal. We may differ in views on many things but we can all agree on 
the importance of volunteering.  If we had 37 events last year, lets shoot for 50 this coming 
year. Through volunteerism, we not only strengthen our community but we strengthen the 
bonds of our brotherhood. We will make a difference. 

In the spirit of cooperation and working together, I encourage all of you to support our charities 
and events so that we may remain true to the core values of all Elks: Brotherly Love, Justice, 
Charity and Fidelity. 

Letter from the Exalted Ruler 

Guillaume Gassuan, E.R. 
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Save the date! 

Inaugural Ball 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 13, 2017 
Cocktails 6:00 PM 
Dinner 7:00 PM 

Tickets $35  

Reservations Required                                             
please email / call or email the office at 

office-manager@sfelks.org / 415-421-5231  
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 The San Francisco Elks Lodge #3 
completed another successful year of    
providing academic scholarships for well  
deserving San Francisco 12th grade students. 
We held our annual awards dinner on March 
1st where we hosted 16 students, their family 
and friends and our volunteers in celebrating 
this important milestone. We awarded six 
Most Valuable Students (MVS) scholarships 
at the Lodge level and five students went to 
State; one student went to the National    
semi-finals. In addition, we are fortunate to 

be able to honor Brothers Tom Schomburg, 
Paul Romano, and Bruno Pardini by award-
ing their respective scholarships in their 
name. We awarded three Tom Schomburg, 
three Paul Romano and four Bruce Pardini 
scholarship awards. We were additionally 
blessed by Bruno Pardini’s presence as he 
presented his scholarship to the well deserved 
students. Richard Engelhardt and his commu-
nity of volunteers also were in attendance and     
supporting the students. 

Youth Activities 
Update 

 Last year, in addition to our annual $8000,we donated $5000 to assist with repairs after 
one of their boats capsized. The repairs are now nearing completion. 

Sea Scouts 
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Youth Activities 
Thank you from Cub Scout Pack 345 

Dr. Gregory Zabek and Elks Lodge #3, 

 Over the last few years, Cub Scout Pack 345 has 
had tremendous success. We have now grown to over 85 
active boys in our pack and are recognized by our scouting 
district as one of the best run packs in the area. Over the 
past year we’ve put on some great events including our 
annual Blue and Gold Banquet at your lodge, model rocket 
launching at NASA-Ames, an overnight on the USS    
Hornet, camping at the Petaluma Coast Guard Training 
Center, volunteer park clean-ups in Yosemite and San 
Francisco City parks, our annual Scouting for Food, food 
drive and many others. 

Our success is in no small part due to the ongoing support of Elks Lodge #3. With your help, 
we make sure that cost is never a barrier to a scout participating in Pack 345. Your support not 
only helps to underwrite the events listed above, but allows us to cover the entire cost for any 
boy whose participation would create a challenge for his family’s budget. For this reason, we 
request the continued annual support of Elks Lodge #3 in the sum of $1500 dollars. 

Please contact any one of us in you would like more details of our program, would like to join 
us in any of our events, or if you have any questions. Any checks should be made out to Pack 
345 and sent to our treasurer, Paul Heidhues. 

Thank you for your help and support. 

 

Sincerely, 

John  Nay 

Past Cubmaster 

Janice Tauscher 

Cubmaster 

Mike Conte 

Committee Chair 
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Lodge #3’s 
St. Patrick’s Day 

Celebration 

Traveling Around Elkdom 

John Seeley visiting Lodge #2291 in Sedona, AZ 

Show your Lodge #3 spirit! 

Send in a photo of yourself 
wearing your Lodge #3 T-
shirt while visiting another 
lodge. 

Please submit pictures to: 

newsletter@sfelks.org 



  Elks Lodge #3 Bulletin                                     May 2017 7 

 

Lodge #3 is #1 
 On the birthday of this lodge-April 
11th, 1876, we pause to reflect on the famous    
history of Lodge #3 within the world of 
Elkdom. Every month in the newsletter we 
will be discussing another reason Lodge #3 is 
always first in the hearts of Elkdom. From 
the beginning, this Lodge has been setting 
records in terms of being the leader in not 
only in terms of longevity, but also the   
adoption of new Elk’s programs. As a new 
Elk, I was amazed to find out the history of 
#3, as compared to that of others. The admin-
istration of the National Elks Organization 
considers us to be the Flagship of Elkdom 
(out of approximately 1,200 individual   
lodges) We are working on a history of this 
lodge that members can read to inform   
themselves of the many firsts Lodge #3 has 
accomplished. Right now, we have a book 
written by a former ER, celebrating the 125th 
birthday of this lodge. We are inquiring to 
find out if the cost of printing more would be 
worth the price we would have to charge for 
it. However, the author has given us permis-
sion to download it. So, feel free to ask me to 
print it, or any part of it, for you, no charge. 

     Also, within the next week or so, I will be 
writing some pamphlets for the  membership, 
detailing the National structure of the Elk’s, 
describing the officer structure and explain-
ing our elections and our voting processes     
depending on the type of elections we have, 
who is eligible to be an officer and what each 

officer’s job actually is. I will be giving these 
to new members at every initiation and also 
to any current member that would like      
copies. Normally at the end of each initiation, 
the officers are allowed to speak to the new 
members. We somehow skipped that this last 
time. However, I would like to say as        
secretary welcome, not just to Lodge #3, but 
the flagship lodge of Elkdom. I also would 
like all of you to do me a favor-up to now, 
you have been going through our initiation     
process, waiting to become a member of 
OUR lodge, as of last Thursday, you have 
completed this process-so, now, I would like 
you to start thinking of this as YOUR lodge. 
Be involved, ask the rest of us questions-we 
won’t bite. One last thing-some of you    
mentioned that you weren’t from here-that’s 
okay, neither am I and I drive everybody  
crazy during football season because I     
commit the ultimate sin-I’m the only guy in 
town who isn’t a Niner Fan. We’re talking 
Silver and Black. Of course, so is Fred Fon-
tana, our mediator (just don’t tell anybody)! 

Your secretary, 

Rudy 

Letter from the Secretary 
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Welcome The Officers 
Of 2017! 

 Guillaume Gassuan—Exalted Ruler 

 Todd Moreno, PER—Leading Knight 

 Sean Millis—Loyal Knight 

 Vera Obaid—Lecturing Knight 

 Wes Rudoi—Secretary 

 Lauri Di Natale—Esquire 

 Albert Paras—Chaplain 

 Rhonda Giannini—Inner Guard 

 Christine Merrigan– Tiler 

The new officers for Lodge #3 were sworn 
in at the officer installation on March 23.  
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2017-2018 Convention Schedule 

Great reasons to attend! 
 Meet other Elks at other lodges – Make new friends 

 Get ideas that work for other lodges that just might work for you 

 Enjoy the Hospitality Suites of other lodges 

Upcoming Conven ons Dates Loca on Contact 

California‐Hawaii 

(CHEA) 

May 17‐20, 2017 Palm Springs, CA Barbara Knox,             

Chairperson            

(760) 328‐3512 

 

Grand Lodge Jul 16‐19, 2017 Reno, NV Wes Rudoi          

Lodge #3 Secretary

(415) 421‐5230  

 

CHEA Mid‐term  Nov 3‐4, 2017 Woodland/Sacramento, CA Tom Gravink,           

Chairperson                  

(916) 422‐6666 
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San Francisco Lodge #3 
450 Post Street 

San Francisco, CA  94102-1526 
Office: (415) 421-5230 

Lounge: (415) 421-5230 

 

House Committee 
Meet on the 2nd Thursday of the Month @6pm 

 
 

Chairperson: Todd Moreno—PER 

Members: Guillaume Gassuan, Vera Obaid, 
Sean Millis, Debora Brown, John Seeley, Mark 
Schachern, Dan Fitzpatrick, and Ed Burns 

 
 

Building Association 
Meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the Month  @7pm 

 
 

Chairperson: Dan Fitzpatrick 

Members: Michael Day, Deborah Brown, 
Gregory Rougeau, Todd Moreno—PER, Sean 
Sakarin, Ed Burns, Mark Schachern, John See-
ley, Vera Obaid, Tony Graf,  Sammy Obaid , and 
Wes Rudoi 

 
 

Board of Trustees 
Meet on the  3rd Thursday of the Month  @6pm 

 
 

Chairperson: Deborah Brown 

Members: Dan Fitzpatrick, Ed Burns, John 
Seeley, and Mark Schachern 

 

 
Newsletter submissions, requests, and         

comments email to: newsletter@sfelks.org 
 

 

Lounge Hours 
 

Monday to Friday                       11:00am-9:00pm 
Saturday & Sunday                    11:00am-4:00pm 
 

 

Catering by Moxie’s 
 

Lunch Monday to Friday            12:00pm-3:00pm 
Friday Night Dinner                      5:30pm-9:00pm 
 

 

Gym Hours 
 

Monday to Friday                       6:00am-10:00pm 
Saturday & Sunday                      7:00am-9:00pm 

 
 

 
 

2017-2018 Officers 
Lodge Meetings 1st & 3rd Thursday of the Month 

@7pm 
 
 

Exalted Ruler Guillaume Gassuan 

Leading Knight Todd Moreno, PER 

Loyal Knight Sean Millis 

Lecturing Knight Vera Obaid 

Secretary Wes “Rudy” Rudoi 

Treasurer Tony Graf 

Tiler Christine Merrigan 

Esquire Laurie DiNatale 

Chaplain Albert Paras 

Inner Guard Rhonda Giannini 

Grand Lodge Alternate Tim Shea 


